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ABSTRACT 

A workshop conducted in Bowling Green, Ohio, in the 
summer of 1969 focused attention on identifying problem areas of 
migrant education and considered some solutions to these problems. 

The report includes 3 presentations made to the seminar participants. 
The presentations are entitled (1) The Linguistic Approach in 
Teaching English as a Second Language, (2) The Higrant Child, and (3) 
Contrasts in Anglo-American and Hexican Cultural Values. Suggestions 
for dealing with each of these problem areas are included. The 
document is appended with 2 groups of suggestions: (1) those for 
recruiting the migrant child to take advantage of educational 
opportunities and (2) those for bettering public relations between 
school personnel, migrant families, and community residents. (DB) 
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he beholds the miracles begotten by the will of 
God. He has seen or heard about the greatness 
of nuclear power and its enormous potential 
effect on the future of our world. However, he 
knows that all the scientific inventions made by 
man cannot possibly cope with the uncertainty 
of a life that is entirely in the hands of God. He 
is more than aware of the whimsical nature of 
God, and lives his life entirely within the pat- 
tern imposed by his beliefs. Call it fatalism or 
resignation, call it what you will, but the fact 
remains that his way of life has much to be 
envied. 

A PARTIAL CONCLUSION 

In his brief contrastive study of two cultures, 
one young and pragmatic, the other old and tra- 
ditional, it would be presumptuous and incorrect 
to say that definite conclusions have been 
reached. When dealing with cultures that are 
themselves manifestations of human behavior, 
one must keep in mind the variables inherent 
in such an endeavor. 

We have tried to understand the underlying 
elements which are the essence of the mythical 
Melting Pot — out of which has poured a tor- 
rent of different ingredients, but somehow “cool- 
ing” into a unique product known throughout 
the world as an American. The key elements of 



his culture are work, activity, achievement and 
success, and from these elements he has man- 
aged to forge the mightiest nation in the world, 
with all the blessings and tribulations that come 
with the price of greatness. 

I have avoided using the term Mexicarir 
American, because this term applies to an indi- 
vidual who has acquired a set of bi-cultural val- 
ues. I have preferred the term Mexican, to keep 
the observations made here in their purest cul- 
tural c*ontext. 1 must add that the Mexican cul- 
tural values that have been discussed, are in 
great part characteristic of the Mexican lower 
class, and do not (nor are they intended to) 
illustrate the totality of Mexican cultural values. 
It is obvious, nevertheless, that the essence of the 
Mexican-American s cultural values is a true re- 
flection of his Mexican heritage. 

There is a tendency, a very human tendency, 
to see and react to any foreign culture on the 
basis of our own culture. We must understand 
that every act, attitude, belief, or value judgment 
of an individual, in a given society, is a point of 
reference within the culture that he represents, 
and that our awareness of these diverse points, 
plus our willingness to act in good faith, can 
spell the difference between conflict or better 
understanding among all of our people regard- 
less of cultural origin. 
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Who Should Recruit? Teachers, aides, social PUBLIC RELATIONS 
workers, county nurses, school nurses, bus driv- Various methods can be used to promote good 

ers migrant parents, former migrants, and Vista public relations between school personnel mi- 
yolunteers have all been found to be valuable grant families, and community residents, 'fech- 
m recruitment. A recruiter, whoever he may be, niques include the following; 



